DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 360 360 ™ 020 262

AUTHOR Shoemaker, Caryn R.

TITLE Class of 1992 Graduation Rate Study: A Study of
Graduation Rates for Arizona Public High Schools.

INSTITUTION Arizona State Dept. of Education, Phoenix.

PUB DATE Mar 93

NOTE 345p.; For the 1991 report, see TM 020 261.

PUB TYPE Statistical Data (110) —- Reports -
Research/Technical (143)

EDRS PRICE MFO01/PCl4 Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS College Bound Students; Dropouts; Ethnic Groups;
*Graduation; *High School Graduates; High Schools;
*Minority Groups; *Public Schools; *School Districts;
School Holding Power; School Statistics; Sex
Differences; *State Surveys; Tables (Data); Trend
Analysis

IDENTIFIERS *Arizona

ABSTRACT

Four—-year graduation rates by high school, district,
county, and state were studied for Arizona for 1992. Members of the
class of 1992 were identified as those who were first—-time ninth
graders in the 1988-89 school year. Data was submitted by 156 high
schools and special programs for 12th graders, but the reports of 5
districts (21 schools and programs) were eliminated because of
unrelisble data. The mean 4-year graduation rate was 67 percent, and
the median was 70 percent. Rates ranged from 29 percent to 100
percent.. The state goal of an 80 percent rate was met by 37 high
schools, and almost one—third of the schools achieved the goal of
eliminating a gzap between minority and non-minoritv rates. The rate
was slightly higher than the corrected rate for 1991, although not
higher than the rate originally reported. Overall, mean graduation
rates improved for all ethnic groups and both genders. Ten tables and
five charts present statewide graduation information. Appendix A
ranks the schools by graduation rate, and Appendix B reports
graduation rates by county and state. Appendix C contains 172 pages
of tables of graduation reports by school and school district. The
graduation rate report form and instructions for completing it are in
Appendix D. (SLD)

% v Yool e Yool v v d'e de v e e e e ot e v e o' de ot e ool e o de el e e dfe Yo Y dt Tk e Yook e b e Feole e ek e ek A e e de e e sk e e e e K v

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made %

%* from the original document. %*
e o o o o ol o el o e oo e e e v Ao e el v ve e e ol v ok vk e o D e d e o Sk e e e e e oo sl o e e e e e ate o o e Dl de e g e e oot s e e e e e ek




ED360360

UM o20262

U.8. CEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of Educational Research and Improvement

“PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
EDUCATIONALCFEEN%%LFJ‘F(ISS(%)INFORMATION MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY
oduced as
fo, sosumem, s s e LIk E Do 78
onginating 1t

C Minor changes nave been made to improve
reproduction quahty

® Points of view or opinions stated in this docu:
ment do not necessanly represent official

QERi position or palicy TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)."

CLASS OF 1992

GRADUATION RATE STUDY

A Study of Graduation Rates for Arizona Public High Schools

ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
C. Diane Bishop
Superintendent of Public Instruction

Prepared By
Caryn R. Shoemaker
Education Program Specialist
School Finance Unit

March 1993

Supporting Effective Schools for Arizona

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
2




II.

III.

IV.

CLASS OF 1992
GRADUATION RATE STUDY

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

DEFINITIONS, METHODOLOGY, AND LIMITATIONS

A. Definitions
B. Methodology
C. Limitations
ANALYSIS
A. Profile
B. Graduation Rates
C. Graduation Rates by Ethnicity and Gender
D. Graduation Rates by County
E. Graduation Rates by Class Size
F. Students Who Are Still Enrolled
G. Members of the Class Whose Status was Unknown
H. Dropouts Who Received a GED Certificate
L. Comparison of Graduation Rates to Class of 1991
J. Five Year Graduation Rates of the Class of 1991
K. Summary
APPENDICES
A. Ranking of Schools by Graduation Rate
B. Graduation Rate Reports by County and State
C. Graduation Rate Reports by School and District
D. Report Form and Instructions

Page

10
11
12
13
14
14
15
16
18

19
25
43
215




Tatle 1.
Table 2.

Table 3.

Table 4.
Table 5.
Table 6.
Table 7.

Table 8.
Table 9.

Table 10.

Chart 1.
Chart 2.
Chart 3.
Chart 4.

Chart 5.

TABLES AND CHARTS

Ethnic and Gender Composition of the Class of 1992
High Schools Which Achieved 80% Graduation Rate,
Class of 1991 and Class of 1992
High Schools Which Achieved 80% Graduation Rate
and Minority Graduations Rates Equal to
or Exceeding White Graduation Rates
Mean Graduation Rates by Ethnicity and Gender
Graduation Rates by County
Graduation Rates by Class Size
Proportion of Class of 1992 Still Enrolled
by Ethnicity and Gender
GED Recipients by Ethnicity and Gender
Mean Graduation Rates, Class of 1991
and Class of 1992
Four Year and Five Year Mcan Graduation Rates
by Ethnicity and Gender, Class of 1991

Status of tre Class of 1992

Distribution of Graduation Rates

Mean Graduation Rates by Ethnicity and Gender

Four Year and Five Year Graduation Rates
Class of 1991

Status of the Class of 1992 by Ethnicity

NN

Page

8

10

11
12
13
13

15
16

11
17

18




I. INTRODUCTION

This study attempts to determine the proportion of Arizona public high school students who
complete requirements for a high school diploma within four years. Graduation rates are
frequently used as a means of measuring a school’s success in retaining and graduating students.
Both the U. S. Department of Education and the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) are
committed to improving high school graduation rates. The State established a goal of 80%
graduation rate for the 1991-92 school year '.

The nature of a longitudinal study requires diligence in tracking students over a period of time.
Some districts, during the initial years of this study, will have difficulty retrieving historic
information in the format required. ADE also recognizes that, because school staff are
frequently unable to locate students who were unaccounted for in prior years, the graduation
rates are likely to be understated and four-year dropout rates are likely to be overstated.

Last year, ADE analyzed graduation rate reports for the Class of 1991 from 145 high schools
and special programs. This year, all 156 Arizona public high schools and special programs with
twelfth grade students in 1991-92 submitted a graduation rate report for the Class of 1992. The
reports are summarized herein.

! The Committee for Educational Excellence was established and its responsibilities were defined by
A.R.S. 15-741.01 (A2); Laws 1987, Chapter 245, Section 1, as amended by Laws 1988, Chapter 55, Section 1;
and Laws 1989, Chapter 16. The National Goal for graduation rates (Goal 2) was adopted by the State. It reads
"By the year 2000, the high school graduation rate will increase to at least 90 percent. Objectives: The nation must
dramatically reduce its dropout rate and 75% of those students who do drop out will successfully complete a high
school degree or its equivalent. The gap in high school graduation rates between American students from minority
backgrounds and their non-minority counterparts will be eliminated."
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II. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of this study was to determine for every public high school in Arizona the
proportion of students who completed graduation requirements within four years. Graduation

rates were calculated by high school, district, county, and state to measure the success of student
retention programs.

Membership in the Class of 1992 was defined as:

0 students who were first time ninth-graders during the school year 1988-89, plus
0 students who transferred into that class at any time during the four years, minus
) students who died or transferred to another school during the four years.

A graduate was defined as a student who:

0 completed graduation requirements for a high school diploma; or
0 received a Certificate of Completion, Certificate of Attendance, or other
non-traditional diploma recognized as meeting graduation requirements.

All 156 high schools and special programs with twelfth grade students subiitted graduation rate
reports. Five districts, representing 21 schools and special programs, were eliminated from the
analysis because their reports contained unreliable data. Based on the remaining 134 high
schools and one special education program, the mean four year graduation rate’ was 67%. The
median® graduation rate was 70%. The graduation rates for high schools ranged from 29% at
Estrella Mountain High School to 100% at Bowie High School and Grand Canyon High School.

The State’s goal -- an 80% graduation rate by 1992 -- was met or exceeded by 37 high schools
analyzed in this year’s study. Another 20 high schools were within five percentage points of the
goal. One objective of the goal was to eliminate the gap in graduation rates between minority
students and their non-minority (White) counterparts. Almost one-third of the schools have
achieved that objective *. The mean graduation rates by ethnicity were: White - 73%, Black -
57%, Hispanic - 57%, American Indian - 56%, and Asian - 77%. In all five ethnic groups,
mean graduation rates were higher for females than for males. The average male graduation rate
was 64%, compared to a female graduation rate of 71%. Graduation rates were lowest for

2 The mean rate, also known as the average, is the number of graduates divided by the number of students
in the Class of 1992,

3 The median is the midpoint of schools’ rates in rank order; half of the schools reported higher graduation
rates and half reported lower rates.

4 Minority graduation rate is equal to or greater than White graduation rate.
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Mohave County (54 %) and highest for Greenlee County (82%).

Seven percent of the Class of 1992 are still enrolled and could graduate in their fifth year.
Males, particularly Indian and Hispanic males, were more likely than female students to be
enrolled for a fifth year of high school. Twenty-six percent of the Class of 1992 had dropped
out or their status was unknown at the end of the study. The reader should note that this is a
four year, cumulative dropout rate, which should not be compared to the annual dropout rates
reported from data collected in a separate study.

The graduation rate for the Class of 1992 was slightly higher than for the Class of 1991. Data
from the 145 high schools and special programs in the Graduation Rate Study for the Class of
1991 had originally indicated a mean graduation rate of 67%. After that report was published,
two schools made corrections to their data and ADE eliminated the data for two other districts
when it became known their methodology was inappropriate. The revisions reduced the Class
of 1991 graduation rate to 65%. The slight improvemeni in this year’s mean graduation rate
(from 65% to 67%) may be attributed to an actual improvement in the graduation rate and/or
improvement in student recordkeeping, resulting in a fewer students whose status was unknown.

Comparing the Class of 1992 to the Class of 1991, the mean graduation rates improved for all
ethnic groups and both genders. The graduation rates of 53 schools improved since last year’s
study; 15 schools’ rates remained the same; and 57 schools had lower graduation rates this year.
Last year, approximately 6% of the Class of 1991 was still enrolled and the status of 29% of
the class was dropout/unknown. Fifth year graduates from that class raised the graduation rate
from 65% to 69%. Fifth year graduation rates were higher for all minorities than for Whites.

The chart below shows the proportions of the Class of 1992 which graduated on time, were still
enrolled, and whose status was unknown.

Chart 1
Status of the Class of 1992

GRADUATED

(26.0%)
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L. DEFINITIONS, METHODOLOGY, AND LIMITATIONS

Definitions
Membership in the Class of 1992 was defined as:

0 students who were first timie ninth-graders during the school year 1988-89, plus
0 students whc transferred into that class at any time during the four years, minus
0 students who died or transferred to another school during the four years.

A student was considered to have transferred to another school if there was verifiable evidence
in the student record of enrollment in another educational program leading to a high school
diploma, whether public or private, in or out of the state. Verifiable evidence included a
transcript request from the other school or notification by a responsible aduit that the student had
enrolled in another school. If the student left school and enrolled in a school or educational
program which did net offer courses leading to a high school diploma (e.g. barber/beauty
school, other vocational training, or GED preparatory classes), the student was numbered amor ,
the dropouts and students whose status was unknown.

A graduate was defined as a student who:

0 completed graduation requirements for a high school diploma; or
0 received a Certificate of Completion, Certificate of Attendance, or other
non-traditional diploma recognized as meeting graduation requirements.

A student who left school and earned a G.E.D. certificate was not considered a graduate.

After identifying the members of the Class of 1992, the school attributed one of three outcomes
to each student: graduated, still enrolled, or dropped out/status unknown. The graduation rate
for each school was calculated as the number of graduates divided by the number of students in
the Class of 1992, expressed as a percentage. The proportion of students who were still enrolled
was calculated as the number of students in the Class of 1992 who had not graduated and were
still enrolled in school, divided by the number of students in the Class of 1992, expressed as a
percentage. The dropout rate was calculated as the number of dropouts/status unknown divided
by the number of students in the Class of 1992, expressed as a percentage. The reader should
note that this is a four year dropout rate which should not be confused with the school’s annua:
event dropout rates presented in a separate report. Generally, a school’s four year dropout raie
is less than four times the annual dropout rate because some dropouts return to school in a later
year. Also, some students drop out and re-enter repeatedly and may be counted on more than
one annual dropout report.




Methodology

In April 1992, ALE distributed forms and instructions for the Graduation Rate Study to all
Arizona public high schools. The form and instructions are presented as Appendix D, Training
workshops were held in ten locations throughout the state. Reports were submitted by all high
schools which had twelfth grade students in 1991-92 5, The report data were entered into a
database and the accuracy of the input was verified. Certain edit checks were randomly
performed to test data reliability. When there were major discrepancies, the contact person at
the school or district was notified by -+ and verification or corrections were solicited.

ADE verified the report data throug.: the following processes:

o Original Enrollment (Line A of the Graduation Rate report) was compared to the school’s
Original Enrollment on the school’s ninth grade Year End Enroliment report for 1988-89.
Line A was expected to be equal to or slightly less than the Year End Enroliment,
because students who were enrolled in Grade 9 for the second time in 1988-89 were not
to be included in the Class of 1992.

0 The number of graduates (Line F of the Graduation Rate report) was compared to the
school’s graduates from the twelfth grade Year End Enrollment report for 1991-92.
They were expected to be roughly equivalent.

o The number of graduates was compared to the number of completers reported on the
USDE Completer Survey. The Class of 1992 graduates should be equal to or slightly
less than the total number of completers in the past year. The number of completers may
be higher because it includes late graduates from all earlier classes, e.g. Class of 1991,
Class of 1990, etc.

0 The number of dropouts/unknown (Class of 1992 minus graduates and still enrolled) was
compared to the total number of dropouts reported on Year End Enrollment reports for
Grade 9 (1988-89), Grade 10 (1989-90), Grade 11 (1990-91), and Grade 12 (1991-92).
Dropouts were expected to be roughly equivalent to the total reported over four years.
The number of dropouts on the Graduation Rate report could be higher because summer
dropouts werc not reported on Year End Enrollment reports in prior years and because
the dropout codes on Year End Enrollment reports did not include as many situations as

5 River Valley High School (Colorado River Union High School District) and Westview High School

(Tolleson Union High School District) will have their first graduating class in 1993, Centennial High School (Peoria
Unified District) and Mountain Pointe High School (Tempe Union High School District) will have their first
graduating class in 1994. Arizona Department of Youth Treatment and Rehabilitation is working toward becoming
accredited and does not yet graduate students. There are no separate reports for East Valley Institute of Technology
and certain other specialized programs conducted by some districts for vocational training or special education,
because diplomas were issued through the students® home high school and the students were included in their home
schools® graduation rate reports.




this study did. For example, students who withdrew from school to enroll in a GED or
vocational certificate program were not defined as dropouts on the Year End Enrollment
reports; they were dropouts in this study. Conversely, the number of dropouts could be
lower on the Graduation Rate report becanse some students drop out repeatedly and were
counted on more than one Year End Enrollment report.

0 The number of Late Graduates from the Class of 1991 (Fifth Year Adjustments) was
compared to the number of Still Enrolled from the Class of 1991 Graduation Rate
reports. It was expected that fifth year graduates would represent a portion of last year’s
still enrolled. However, on 40% of this year’s reports, the number of late graduates
exceeded the number reported as still enrolled on last year’s reports. This is possible
because some of the students who were in the dropout/status unknown category last year
could have re-enrolled in 1991-92 and graduated in the fifth year. Itis also possible that
students who had transferred out of the school’s Class of 1991 re-enrolled and were
counted as late graduates, although they should not have been, since they were not
members of the Class of 1991 on that report.

In January 1993, there were still five school districts ® whose reports had apparent errors or
unreliable data. Those data were excluded from the database used for the statewide analysis.

Limitations

The most serious problem affecting data validity was the incompleteness of some schools’
student recordkeeping systems. The study requires the use of four years of student records and
some schools have discovered that some critical data elements were missing from their files.
In particular, some student recordkeeeping systems have failed to account for monitoring
students’ activity (transfers out) over the summer. If a school had no documentation in the file
that a student had transferred, and the school was unable to locate a reliable adult who could
verify enrollment in another district, the student remained on the class list and was counted as
a dropout/status unknown. The accuracy of the reports varies, depending on the sophistication
of the school’s recordkeeping system and the staff’s ability to conduct the study.

The analysis of the Graduation Rate Study data was also affected by other factors:

0 Students who were taught at home (not enrolled in a public school) were not included in
this study. Graduation requirements have not been specified for home taught students,
no diplomas are issued, and to date, there is no way to determine the proportion of home
taught students who receive a GED certificate within four years.

6 Cave Creek Unified (Cactus Shadows High School), Chinle Unified (Chinle High School), Gila Bend
Unified (Gila Bend High School), Tucson Unified (ail schools and programs), and Window Rock Unified (Window
Rock High School)
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0 For some schools, the size of a subsample (e.g. Asian female) was very small,
preventing a meaningful comparison of graduation rates expressed as percentages.

0 Because a large school can weight the means, some of the measurements are relevant on
an averaged basis and others are not. The reader must therefore interpret means
cautiously. Medians and ranges are also cited in the analysis for comparative purposes.

0 Some schools have not been operational for the full four years of the study ’. Their
reports begin with the sophomore class of 1985-90, the junior class of 1990-91, or the
senior class of 1991-92, depending on the year the high school opened. Their one year,
two year, or three year graduation rates are not strictly comparable to other schools’ four
year graduation rates.

0 Last year, seven high schools ® had not submitted Graduation Rate reports (Class of
1991) before the report was written; it was not possible to to calculate a five year
graduation rate for six of those schools.

7 Sinagua High School and Mogollon High School opened in 1989-90; East Valley Accommodation School
opened in 1990-91; San Carlos High School and Chino Valley High School opened in 1991-92.

8 Cibola High School did not submit a report for the Class of 1991. Dobson High School, Mesa High
School, Mountain View High School, Red Mountain High School, and Westwood High School were unable to
provide 1991 reports because of difficulties converting student records from one automated system to another.
Ganado High School submitted a revised report after the 1991 analysis was complete.

7
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IV. ANALYSIS

Profile

One hundred forty-eight Arizona public high scnools and eight special programs, representing
101 districts, submitted Graduation Rate reports. The reports from five districts were considered
unreliable because of major inconsistencies with Year End Enrollment reports filed over ne past
four years; those reports were excluded from further data analysis. The remaining sample
represented 40,334 members in the Class of 1992, 134 high schools and one special education
program, and 96 districts. The table below shows the ethnic and gender composition of the
Class of 1992.

Table 1
Ethnic and Gender Composition of the Class of 1992

Male Female Total
White 33% 31% 64 %
Black 2% 2% 4%
Hispanic 12% 12% 24%
American Indian 3% 3% 6%
Asian 1% 1% 2%
Total 51% 49% 100%

Graduation Rates

The mean (average) graduation rate was 67%. The median graduation rate (the midpoint of the
schools’ graduation rates when ordered by rank) was 70%. The high schools’ graduation rates
ranged from 29% at Estrella Mountain High School to 100% at Bowie High School and Grand
Canyon High School. Some of the variance in rates may be attributed to the proportions of
ethnic groups and other characteristics of the schools’ populations, but some of the variance
should be attributed to differences in recordkeeping practices and dropout prevention efforts.

The State’s goal -- an 80% graduation rate -- was met by 37 of the high schools in this year's
study. Another 20 scheols were within five percentage points of the goal. Twer“y-one schools,
shown in the table below, have met or exceeded the 80% graduation rate goal both years of the

study.
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Table 2
High Schools Which Achieved 80% Graduation Rate
Class of 1991 and Class of 1992

Apache Junction High School Joseph City High School

Bowie High School Marana High School

Bradshaw Mountain High School Mogollon High School

Canyon del Oro High School Mountain View High School (Marana)
Chaparral High School Prescott High School

Flagstaff High School Ray High School

Fredonia High School San Simon High School

Grand Canyon High School St. David High School

Horizon High School Thatcher High School

Independence High School Valley Union High School

Ironwood High School

The distribution of the schoois’ tota! graduation rates is shown in the chart below.

Chart 2
Distribution of Graduation Rates
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Graduation Rates by Ethnicity and Gender

One objective of the State’s goal was to eliminate the gap in the graduation rates between the
minority ethnic groups and their non-minority (White) counterparts. When each school’s
collective minority graduation rate was compared to its White rate, 43 schools (32%) had
minority rates that equaled or exceeded the White graduation rate. (Another five schools had
no White students and two schools had no minority students for a comparison.) Sixty-three
percent of the schools have not yet equalized their minority and non-minority graduation rates.
In two high schools ?, the graduation rate for the minority population was more than forty
percentage points below the graduation rate for White students.

The fourteen high schools which met the 80% graduation rate goal and had minority rates equal
to or exceeding the White rates are listed in the table below.

Table 3
High Scheols Which Achieved 80% Graduation Rate and
Minority Rates Equal to or Exceeding White Rates

Bowie High School Mountain View High School (Marana)
Bradshaw Mountain High School Ray High School

Canyon del Oro High School Saguaro High School

Dobson High School San Simon High School

Fredonia High School Snowflake High School

Grand Canyon High School St. David High School

Joseph City High School Valley Union High School

In all five ethnic grou, s, mean graduation rates were higher for females than for males. There
was less difference between the male and female students in the Asian population (one
percentage point) than among any of the other ethnic groups (seven or eight percentage points).
Median graduation rates were highest for Asian students (87%), followed by White students
(77%), Hispanic students (67%), Black students (64 %), and American Indian students (60%).
In the minority ethnic groups, graduation rates ranged from 0% to 100%. For White students
the range of graduation rates was 36% to 100%. The table below shows the mean graduation
rates by ethnicity and gender.

% Prescott High School and Tuba City High School
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Table 4
Mean Graduation Rates by Ethnicity and Gender

Ethnicity Male Female Total

White 69% 76 % 73 %
Black 53% 61% 57%
Hispanic 53% 61% 57%
American Indian 53% 60% 56%
Asian T77% 78 % 77%
Total 64 % 71% 67%

The mean graduation rates by ethnicity and gender are shown in the chart below.

Chert 3
Mean Graduation Rates by Ethnicity and Gender

GRADUATION RATE

HISPANIC
B MALE [_JFEMALE

ASIAN

Graduation Rates by County

Mean graduation rates by county ranged from 54 % (Mohave County) to 82% (Greenlee County).
The table below shows by county the number of high schools reporting, the number of students
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in the population base, and the mean graduation rate.

Table §
Graduation Rates by County
County Schools Students Grad. Rate
Apache 5 526 68%
Cochise 10 1,587 63%
Coconino 8 1,386 75%
Gila 6 572 69 %
Graham 4 378 78%
Greenlee 4 155 82%
La Paz 2 200 60%
Maricopa 49 24,759 68 %
Mohave 4 1,259 54 %
Navajo 9 1,231 73%
Pima 10 3423 66%
Pinal 9 1,445 61%
Santa Cruz 2 590 57%
Yavapai 9 1,073 71%
Yuma 4 1,750 60%

Appendix B shows the graduation rate data summarized by counties.

Graduation Rates by Class Size

There was no relationship between mean graduation rates and class size. Two very small
schools in the sample, Bowie High School and Grand Canyon High School, had 100%
graduation rates, but several high schools with a class size of over 500 (Mountain View High
School-Mesa, Dobson High School-Mesa, Horizon High School-Paradise Valley, Corona del Sol
High School-Tempe, and Westwood High School-Mesa) were also ranked among the top 20%
of schools in the study. The table below shows the graduation rates according to class size.
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Table 6
Graduation Rates by Class Size

Class Size Schools Students Grad. Rate
Under 100 43 2,083 71%
100 - 152 23 3,435 70%
200 - 299 14 3434 76%
300 - 399 8 2,648 67%
400 - 499 13 5,698 73%
500 - 599 10 5,373 62%
600 - 699 9 5,641 67%
700 - 799 8 5,932 68 %
800 or more 7 6,090 59%

Students Who Are Still Enrolled

By definition, the Graduation Rate reports the percentage of students in the class who finished
on time, that is, within four years of beginning high school. At first glance, many readers
assume the rest of the class dropped out, an assumption which des not consider that many
students simply require more time to finish graduation requirements.

This year 2,635 students, approximately 7% of the Class of 1992, had not graduated but were
still enrolled and could graduate in their fifth year of high school. Males, especially Indian and
Hispanic males, were more likely than female students to be enrolled for a fifth year. The table
below shows the proportion of each ethnic and gender group of the Class of 1992 which was still
enrolled.

Table 7
Proportion of Class of 1992 Still Enrolled
by Ethnicity and Gender

Ethnicity Male Female Total
White 7% 3% 5%
Black a% 6% 7%
Hispanic 11% 7% 9%
American Indian 13% 9% 11%
Asian 9% 8% 8%
Total 8% 5% 7%
13
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The schools reporting the highest proportion of students who were still enrolled were San Carlos
High School with 29% and Valley High School (Sanders Unified District) with 24%. Six
percent was the median rate of students still enrolled.

Members of the Class Whose Status was Unknown

Members of the Class of 1992 who had not graduated and were not still enrolled were classified
as dropout/status unknown. In this study, 26% of the Class of 1992 had dropped out or their
status was unknown at the time of the report. The reader should note that this is a four year
cumulative dropour rate, which should not be confused with the annual dropout rates reported
from data collected in a separate study.

It is believed that many students in this category were unaccounted for (rather than true
dropouts) because schools lacked the data required for a longitudinal study. Many schools, in
order to comply with requirements of this study and the dropout study, have improved their
student recordkeeping systems to monitor student movement. The improvements in data
collection and reporting are expected to have a positive effect on reported graduation rates over
the next few years. In time, the status unknown portion of the four year dropout rate will be
reduced to a minimum, providing a more accurate representation of the true graduation rate.

Dropouts Who Received a GED _Certificate

This year, ADE provided each high school the names and birthdates of young adults who
received a GED'" certificate in the past year and reported their last school of attendance in an
Arizona public school. Some schools used this and other sources to report a total of 385
students in the Class of 1992 who had dropped out but later received a GED. This represents
approximately 1% of the class. The proportion is probably higher because students may have
received a GED certificate in another state, or in Arizona under another name, or they may have
failed to report correctly their school of last attendance. The ethnic and gender categories of
GED recipients are shown below.

10 General Educational Development
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Table 8
GED Recipients by Ethniciiy and Gender

% of

Ethnicity/Gender Number Class
White 302 1.2%

Black 4 0.2%
Hispanic 60 0.6%

Indian 17 0.7%

Asian 2 0.3%

Male 218 1.1%
Female 167 0.8%

Total 385 1.0%

Comparison of Gradugtion Rates to Class of 1991

The graduation rate for the Class of 1992 was slightly higher than for the Class of 1991. Data
from 145 high schools and special programs in the Graduation Rate Study for the Class of 1991
had originally indicated a mean graduation rate of 67%. However, after the Class of 1991
report was published, two schools made corrections to their data and ADE eliminated the data
for two other districts when it became known their methodology was inappropriate. The
revisions reduced the Class of 1991 graduation rate to 65%. This year’s slight improvement in
the mean graduation rates (from 65% to 67%) may be attributed to an actual improvement in
the graduation rate and/or improvement in student recordkeeping, resulting in a lower number
of students whose status was unknown.

Comparing the Class of 1992 to the Class of 1991, the mean graduation rates improved for all
ethnic groups and both genders. The graduation rates of 53 schools improved since last year’s
study; 15 schools’ rates remained the same''; and 57 schools had lower graduation rates this
year.

"' Within one percentage point up or down to account for rounding
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Table 9
Mean Graduation Rates
Class of 1991 and Class of 1992

Ethni¢/Gender Class of 1991 Class of 1992
White 71% 73%
Black 54 % 57%
Hispanic 55% 57%
American Indian 54 % 56%
Asian 70% 77%
Male 61% 64 %
Female 69 % 1%
Total 65% 67%

Appendix A ranks the schools and programs by their Class of 1992 graduation rate and also
shows the Class of 1991 four year rate for comparison. A substantial change in the rates from
one year to the next probably indicates variances in data collection and reporting, rather than
an actual change in the proportion of students who graduated. Also, in schools with small
populations, slight changes in the number of graduates produced large changes in the graduation
rates from one year to the next.

Five Year Graduation Rates of the Class of 1991

At the time of last year’s report, approximately 6% of the Class of 1991 was still enrolled for
a fifth year of high school. This year, 1,388 late graduates from that class were reported,
raising the graduation rate from 65% to 69%. Fifth year graduation rates were higher for all
minorities (generally 6% of the minority class members) than for Whites (3% of the White class
members). The mean five-year graduation rates by ethnic group are shown in the table below.

16
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Table 10
Four Year and Five Year Mean Graduation Rates
by Ethnicity and Gender

Class of 1991

4 Yr, 5 Yr.
White 71% 74 %
Black 54% 59%
Hispanic 55% 61%
Indian 54% 59%
Asian 70% 75 %
Male 61% 66 %
Female 69% T2%
Total 65% 69 %

The four year and five year graduation rates are shown in the chart below.

Chart 4
Four Year and Five Year Graduation Rates
Class of 1991
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Summary

The participation of all Arizona public high schools and special programs in the Class of 1992
Graduation Rate Study provided valuable insight into the outcome of high school students.
Although the nature of a longitudinal study requires considerable diligence and historic data, the
vast majority (90%) of the schools were able to provide valid reports. The data from those 134
high schools and one special education program represented 96 districts (95% of the districts
with high schools). Schools have shown a willingness to improve student recordkeeping systems
for the purpose of increasing the validity and utility of this and other studies which aid in
strategic planning for more effective schools.

The proportions of students who graduated, were still enrolled, and whose status was unknown
are shown in the chart below.

Chart §
Status of the Class of 1992 by Ethnicity

E

Wl;*l"lT ‘ HlS;\Nl
Graduated [CJ Enrolled Bl Dropout/Unknown
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APPENDIX A

Page 1 of 6
RANKING OF SCHOOLS BY GRADUATION RATE
Class 1992 1991
Rank High School School Distrigt Size Rate Rate
1. Bowie Bowie Unified 8 100% 83%
1. Grand Canyon Grand Canyon Unified 10 100% 93%
3. Blue Ridge Blue Ridge Unified 131 96 % 59%
3. Duncan Duncan Unified 50 96 % 60%
3. Joseph City Joseph City Unified 25 96 % 96 %
€. St. David St. David Unified 27 93 % 90%
7. Chaparral Scottsdale Unified 456 91% 80%
7. Mountain View Mesa Unified 716 91% Aok K
9. Ft. Thomas Ft. Thomas Unified 30 90% 70%
9. Mountain View Marana Unified 289 90% 95%
11.  Bradshaw Mountain Humboldt Unifies 126 89 % 86%
11.  Snowflake Snowflake Unified 158 89 % 74 %
13.  Sinagua Flagstaff Unified 202 88 %! Aok
14.  Patagonia Union Patagonia Union High 30 87% 74 %
15. Dobson Mesa Unified 852 86% koK
15.  San Simon San Simon Unified 7 86% 88 %
17.  Flagstaff Flagstaff Unified 270 85% 87%
17.  Horizon Paradise Valley Unified 629 85% 90%
17.  Mogollon Heber-Overgaard Unified 27 85%"3 93%
17.  Thatcher Thatcher Unified 92 85 % 86%
21. Ironwood Peoria Unified 403 84 % 84 %
21. Marana Marana Unified 156 84 % 89%
21.  Valley Union Valley Union High 45 84 % 87%
24, Cactus Peoria Unified 451 83 % 78%
24.  Corona del Sol Tempe Union High 730 83% 68 %
24. Fredonia Fredonia-Moccasin Unified 30 83% 98%
24. Westwood Mesa Unified 710 83% Hokok
28. Lake Havasu Lake Havasu Unified 261 82 % 77%
29.  Indenendence Glendale Union High 231 81% 83%
29. Prescott Prescott Unified 316 81% 83%
ook Not available

12 Sinagua High School opened in 1989-90; this is a three year graduation rate.
13" Mogollon High School opened in 1989-90; this is a three year graduation rate.
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RANKING OF SCHOOLS BY GRADUATION RATE

Rank High School
29. Ray

29.  Shadow Mountain
33.  Apache Junction
33.  Canyon del Oro
33. Mesa

33.  Saguaro

33.  Seligman

38.  Gilbert

38.  Moon Valley
38. Queen Creek
38.  Willcox

42.  Buckeye Union
42,  Florence

42.  Hayden

42.  Morenci

42,  Peoria

42.  Sunnyslope
42.  Thunderbird
49,  Ajo

49.  Douglas

49.  Flowing Wells
49.  Red Mountain
53.  Arcadia

53. Pima

53.  St. Johns

56. Page

56.  Washington
58.  McClintock
58.  Payson

60. Apollo

60.  Safford

62.  Ganado

62.  Greenway

a4 e K

Not available

School District

Ray Unified

Paradise Valley Unified
Apache Junction Unified

Amphitheater Unified
Mesa Unified
Scottsdale Unified
Seligman Unified
Gilbert Unified
Glendale Union High
Queen Creek Unified
Willcox Unified
Buckeye Union High
Florence Unified

Class
Size

108
492
205
627
792
571

10

923
511
66
95
198
63

Hayden-Winkleman Unified 41

Morenci Unified
Peoria Unified
Glendale Union High
Glendale Union High
Ajo Unified

Douglas TJnified

Flowing V/ells Unified

Mesa Unified
Scottsdale Unified
Pima Unified

St. Johns Unified
Page Unified
Glendale Union High
Tempe Union High
Payson Unified
Glendale Union High
Safford Unified
Ganado Unified
Glendale Union High

20

76
424
250
431

57
305
405
565
262

58

95
256
301
478
147
473
198
144
408

1992
Rate

81%
81%
80%
80%
80%
80%
80%
79%
79 %
79%
79%
78%
78%
78%
78%
78%
78%
78%
7%
77%
77%
77%
76%
76%
76%
75%
75%
74 %
74%
73%
73%
72%
72%

APPENDIX A
Page 2 of 6

1991
Rate

82%

76%

80%

85%

* A K

71%

78%
77%
74 %
70%
80%
70%
61%
80%
88%
72%
67%
84 %
83%
63%
69%
3% ek
69%
7%
90%
81%
66%
86%
75%
70%
83%
60%
79%




RANKING OF SCHOOLS BY GRADUATION RATE

Class 1992
Rank High School School District Size Rate
64.  Benson Union Benson Union High 83 1%
64. Cibola Yuma Union High 538 1%
64.  Clifton Clifton Unified 28 1%
64.  Coconino Flagstaff Unified 314 71%
68.  Coolidge Coolidge Unified 144 70%
68. Miami Miami Unified 157 70%
68. Red Mesa Red Mesa Unified 92 70%
68.  Show Low Show Low Unified 136 70%
72.  Marcos de Niza Tempe Union High 608 69%
72.  Mayer Mayer Unified 5 65 %
72.  Round Valley Round Valley Unified 124 69%
72.  Winslow Winslow Unified 219 69%
76.  Chandler Chandler Unified 525 68%
76.  Paradise Valley Paradise Valley Unified 627 68%
78.  Alchesay Whiteriver Unified 89 67%
78.  Antelope Union Antelope Union High 86 67%
78.  Deer Valley Deer Valley Unified 612 67%
78.  Superior Superior Unified 43 67%
78.  Tombstone Tombstone Unified 72 67%
78.  Young Teaching Young Elementary 6 67%
84. Cortez Glendale Union High 292 66%
85.  Santa Cruz Vly Santa Cruz Valley Union 128 66%
86.  Agua Fria Union Agua Fria Union High 372 65%
86.  Bisbee Bisbee Unified 147 65%
86.  Camp Verde Camp Verde Unified 97 65%
86.  Chino Valley Chino Vailev Unified 114 65 %"
86.  Globe Globe Unified 190 65 %
86. Kofa Yuma Union High 610 65%
92. Monument Valley Kayenta Unified 236 64 %
93.  Baboquivari Indian QOasis-Babo. Unified 38 63%
93.  Bagdad Bagdad Unified 40 63%

Hokok

Not available

4" Chino Valley High School opened in 1991-92. This is a one year graduation rate.
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APPENDIX A
Page 3 of 6

1991
Rate

81%
LE 2]

76%
81%
62%
81%
73%
70%
2%
54%
82%
70%
76%
65%
70 %
1%
84 %
89 %
76 %
67%
74%
57%
58%
60 %
49 %
X o

59%
58%
68 %
48 %
57%




RANKING OF SCHOOLS BY GRADUATION RATE

Rank High School
95. Tolleson Union
95. Williams

97. Coronado

97. Holbrook

97. Maricopa

97. Mingus Union
97. Parker

97. Tuba City

103. Tempe

104. Amphitheater
104. Ash Fork

104. San Manuel
104. Wickenburg
108. Barry Guidwater
108. Dysart

108. East Valley Acc.
108. Sahuarita

112. Carl Hayden
112.  Nogales

112. Salome

115. Colorado City
116. Alhambra

117. Buena

117. Camelback

117. Desert View
120. North

121. Maryvale

121.  South Mountain
121. Trevor Browne

*

Data are unreliable.

School District

Tolleson Union High
Williams Unified
Scottsdale Unified
Holbrook Unified
Maricopa Unified
Mingus Union High
Parker Unified

Tuba City Unified
Tempe Union High
Amphitheater Unified
Ash Fork Unified
Mammoth-San Manuel Unif.
Wickenburg Unified
Deer Valley Unified
Dysart Unified

Horse Mesa Accom.
Sahuarita Unified
Phoenix Union High
Nogales Unified
Bicenter:nial Union High
Colorado City Unified
Phoenix Union High
Sierra Vista Unified
Phoenix Union High
Sunnyside Unified
Phoenix Union High
Phoenix Union High
Phoenix Union High
Phoenix Union High

Class
Size

655
53
468
210
51
313
158
251
387
743
12
159

1
114

609
175
148
175
822
560
42
79
664
798
801
405
705
738
1046
810

1992
Rate

62 %
62 %
61%
61%
61%
61%
61%
61%
60 %
58%
58%
58%
58%
57%
57%
57%"
57%
55%
55%
55%
54%
53%
51%
51%
51%
50%
49 %
49%
49%

APPENDIX A
Page 4 of 6

1991
Rate

51%
66 %
62%
75%
52%
64 %
66 %
42%
71%
60%
75%
70%
64 %
8%
79%
88%
84 %
40%
73%
48%
62%
45 %
91%*
41%
63%
41%
46%
43%
46 %

15 East Valley Accommodation School accepts students who have dropped out of other East Valley high
schools to provide them with alternative programs. The school began operations in 1990-91; this is a two year
graduation rate.
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APPENDIX A

Page 5 of 6
RANKING OF SCHOOLS BY GRADUATION RATE

Class 1992 1991
Rank High School School District Size Rate Rate
124. Glendale Giendale Union High 340 48% 59%
124.  Supnyside Sunnyside Unified 528 48% 50%
126. Kingman Mohave Union High 515 47% 48 %
127. Casa Grande Union Casa Grande Union High 544 46 % 50%
127.  Valley Sanders Unified 71 46 % 47%
129. San Carlos San Carlos Unified 31 45%*'S ok
130. Mohave Colorado River Union High 404 44 % 44 %
131, Yuma Yuma Union High 516 43% 38%
132. Central Phoenix Union High 836 41% 39%
133. Polaris Paradise Valley Unified 44 39% 48%
134. Estrella Mountain  Horse Mesa Accom. 38 29% 64 %
135.  Greenlee Co. ' Greenlee Co. Accom. 1 0% Aok

sekok Not available

18 San Carlos High School opened in 1991-92. This is a one year graduation rate.

17" Polaris High School is an alternative program for high-risk students such as prior dropouts, pregnant
or parenting students, and self-supporting students.

8 Greenlee County Accommodation serves special education students.
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APPENDIX A
Page 6 of 6

UNRANKED SCHOOLS

The Graduation Rate reports for Window Rock, Cactus Shadows, Gila Bend, and Chinle High
Schools were not included in the state rankings because they contained data which were
inconsistent with the Year End Enrollment reports the school had filed from 1988-89 through
1991-92. The reports from Tucson Unified School District were excluded because the district’s
student database lacked critical data elements for conducting the study properly. For each of
these 14 schoois and seven special programs, ADE calculated an estimated graduation rate based
on summary numbers from the Year End Enrollment reports. The methodology is not
comparable to the process prescribed in the Graduation Rate Study instructions, since the
individual student records were not available to ADE.

Class Reported Estimated

High School School District Size Rate Rate

Window Rock Window Rock Unified 155 94 % 65 %
Cactus Shadows Cave Creek Unified 99 93% 76%
University Tucson Unified 156 84 % 98%
Gila Bend Gila Bend Unified 41 83% 60%
Chinle Chinle Unified 238 82% 50%
Sabino Tucson Unified 452 66% 74 %
Sahuaro Tucson Unified 649 57% 71%
Santa Rita Tucson Unified 655 45% 62 %
Rincon Tucson Unified 466 41% 52%
Tucson Tucson Unified 887 41% 48%
Cholla Tucson Unified 647 38% 51%
Palo Verde Tucson Unified 586 37% 53%
Pueblo Tucson Unified 703 37% 40%
Catalina Tucson Unified 570 34% 50%
Project MORE Tucson Unified 74 26% 20%
Sr. High Accm. Tucson Unified 14 21% 20%
Teenage Parent Tucson Unified 55 2% Hokx
Howenstine Tucson Unified 44 0% okok
Project RISE Tucson Unified 9 0% rokok
Project PASS Tucson Unified 61 0% 0%
Teleteaching Tucson Unified 2 0% 0%

Aok Not available
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APPENDIX B
Page 1 of 18

GRADUATION RATE REPORTS BY COUNTY AND STATE
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APPENDIX D

GRADUATION RATE REPORT FORM AND INSTRUCTIONS
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COMPLETING THE GRADUATION RATE STUDY FORM

A. Original Enrollment: Number of students enrolled as first time ninth-graders at the
beginning of the 1988-89 school year. Do not include ninth-graders #ho were retained
from the prior school year, 1987-88.

B. Transfers In: The total unduplicated count of students who transferred into the Class
of 1992 over the four years of the study. As with Original Enrollment, these transfer

students are identified as members of the Class of 1992 by their first-time ninth-grade
school year.

C. Transfers Out: The unduplicated count of students in the Class of 1992 who
transferred out of your school to another school over the four years of the study. Include
students who transferred to another public school, a private school, a state juvenile
correction facility, or any other school within Arizona or out of state, as evidenced by a
request for transcript or other verifiable information. Include students enrolled in
approved home instruction.

D. Deceased: Total number of students in the Class of 1992 who died between the start
of the 1988-89 school year and the end of the study.

E. Class of 1992 Population: Add Line A and Line B, then subtract Line C and
Line D. This will be the base number used to calculate graduation rates.

F. Graduates: Total number of students in the Class of 1992 who completed graduation
requirements or received a Certificate of Completion or Certificate of Attendance at any
time during the four years of the study period. Do not include students from a prior class
who completed their graduation requirements in 1992.

G. Graduation Rate: Divide the number of Total Graduates (Line F) by the Class of
1992 Population (Line E), and multiply by 100 to express the rate as a percentage.

H. Still Enrolled: Total number of students in the Class of 1992 who have not finished
graduation requirements and are still enrolled in the school. Next year’s report will have
a line to report these students if they have graduated.

I. GED Recipients: Total number of students in the Class of 1992 who received an
equivalency diploma (GED) after completion of GED testing requirements.

Class of 1991 Fifth-Year Graduates: Line O of the Class of 1991 Graduation Rate
Study Report listed the number of students from that class who were still enrolled. This
year, report the number of those students from the Class of 1991 who have received a
diploma or GED since the Class of 1991 report was submitted.




